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Proposal for Consideration at the  
Interstate Shellfish Sanitation Conference 
2011 Biennial Meeting  

  Growing Area  
  Harvesting/Handling/Distribution 
  Administrative 

Name of 
Submitter: Mercuria Cumbo 

Affiliation: Maine Department of Marine Resources 

Address: 
Lamoine Water Quality Lab   
22 Coaling Station Rd. 
Lamoine, ME 04605 

Phone:  
Fax:   
Email: 

207 667-5654 
207 664-0592        
mercuria.cumbo@maine.gov 

Proposal Subject: Total Coliform Method for Shellfish Dealer Process Water using the membrane filtration 
techniques with mEndo LES agar 

Specific NSSP 
Guide Reference: 

2009 NSSP Section IV Guidance Documents Chapter II  Growing Areas .10 Approved 
NSSP Laboratory Tests - Type I and Type II Microbiological Methods, UV treated 
Seawater 
 

Text of Proposal/ 
Requested Action 

Accept Total Coliform Method for Shellfish Dealer Process Water using the membrane 
filtration techniques with mEndo LES agar as an alternative method to the APHA MPN 
method for the presence/absence of total coliforms in UV treated seawater.  Single 
Laboratory Validation Study Results and Method approval application attached. 
 

Public Health 
Significance: 

This method produces results in 24 hours and is a less labor intensive method for 
laboratories.  This more rapid test method would allow operators of facilities who provide 
disinfected process water for shellfish in wet storage and depuration operations the ability to 
know they have a problem and take the required remediation action on a more timely basis. 
It would reduce the workload for the laboratory performing the testing. 
 

Cost Information 
(if available):   This alternative test should be less costly to the laboratories. 
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